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Introduction

The Deer Program is administered under the Wildlife Division of Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife
Resources (KDFWR). The KDFVER agiency of the Kentucky Tourism, Arts & Heritage Cabinet. It is overseen by a nine
YSYOSNI O2YYAdaArzy ¢oK2 IINB y2YAYylIGSR o0& YSyiddzO1eQa alLx
appointed by the Governor. The department employs about 45@ifuk gaff, which includes conservation officers,
wildlife and fisheries biologists, conservation educators, and information estthblogy, public relationsustomer
service and administrative professionals.

Y5C2w NBOSA@GSa y2 Y2ySead RNdhyis pickided Byihe sals 6f Auntbgayidisking
licensees, boating registration fees and federal funds, including grants based on the number of licenses sold in the stat

The Deer Program is tasked with managing the wtatied deer herd in thestate to provide ample hunting
opportunity while balancing the needs abnsumptive and nowonsumptive user group3he Deer Program is

comprisedof oneprogram coordinatorGabe Jenkinsand two biologists, David Yarnayd Kyle SamsDeer Program
staff are based out of theKkDFWR éhdquarters in Frankfort.

The Wildife Division is broken up into fiwgildlife regions across the state. For reporting purposes all
information in this report will be discsed using the fiveegions or at the specific countgvel.

WILDLIFE REGIONS & REGIONAL COORDINATORS

Northeast Region
RC: Mathan Gregory
(606) 780-0854

RC: Derek Beard
1-B00-858-1549

RC: Scott Harp
(270) 273-3569

RC: Tony Black RC: Mike Strunk
{270) 759-529&6 (606) &77-1098

Lo spetzamd 81715 & o
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Population Status

Deer management techniques havariedgreatlyacross the stat@ver the last decaddParts of the statesuch
as the Bluegrass and Purchase regibase seen liberalization to the bag limit in an attempt to lower the deer
population. Areas in the Southeast and Green River regions have seen agedudiag limits to accommodate for

declining deer densities. In 2007, the state experienced the most wide spread Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease (EHD)

outbreakon record.All regions of the state were impacted, with some seemingly affected worse than oHwi®ying
the 2007 outbreaksome counties were rgoned to restrict female harvest to allow the populationrédound Current

county population estimates in the coties that had their zone changed have rebounded and are at population levels

equal toor higher than levels prior to the outbreal/ith the implementation of zone restrictionKDFWR has been able

to once again liberalize the bag limit in the counties tivate impacted by EHD.

The overall herd estimate shows a stable to sligimtyeasingrend. The current statewide estimate 888,876
deer statewideat the start of the2017-18 hunting seasonwhich is a % increase from 2@t17. Thsestimate is
generated from harvest and age structure datéich is collected through telecheck and by KDFWR staff

2016-2017 Harvest Results

139,429 deer were harvested during thel®al7 deerseason, which is the third highdsarveston record. Only
the 201314 season (144,409) and the 2016 season (155,73Were higher We observedi 12% derease from the
2015-16 season (185,730 anda <1% increase from 2Q%15 season (138,891 In years with lower acorn production,
deer tend to travel more in seeh of food resulting in more deer sightings and higher harvéle 201617 mast crop
productionwasslighty above averagand was an imeasewhen canpared to the 2015L6 mast production. The mast
production from 201617 wascontributingfactorto the decrease in harvest from 204% to 201617. In additionthere
were optimal hunting weatherconditionsduring the major huntingimeframes, whichalso contributed to the harvest
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Weapon Type Harvest Summary

There wereno significantchanges in the percentage of t2@16-17 harvest by weapon typeompared tolast
seasonwith the exception of thenuzzleloadeharvest(11,660, which dereased byd7.324 Themuzzleloader harvest
decrease was most likely a resultsgveral contributindactors, all of which may influence deer movements. These

Ay Of dzRSY Ay ONBIFAaASR YI &d

LINE RdzOG A2y > GKS

average temperatures during the early muzzleloader season. We obseth&¥bdeaeasein the archery harvest from
the 201617 (19,56Fto 201516 season (2323). Likewise, the mssbow harvest decreaddy 12.6%duringthe 2016
17 season (3,999 Seventyfive percentof the overall harvesbccurredduring the modern firearm seasdh04,213.

4 N
% of Total Harvest by Weapon Type in
201617
m Archery
m Crossbow
Firearm
® Muzzle-loader
75%
\_ J
Weapon Female Male  Total
Archery 11,212 8,355 19,567
Crossbow 2,423 1,566 3,989
Firearm 39,926 64,287 104,213
Muzzleloader 6,972 4,688 11,660
Total 60,533 78,896 139,429

Despite a statewide bag limit &ur deer, thereappeasto bea limit on the number of deer it huntersare
willingto, or able to harvestas76.8% of all hunters only harvest one de®f.the 104,951total successful hunters imé
2016-17 seasonthe averagehunter harvestedl.33 deer which was &light ircrease from last seasoRowever, this
rate usually does not fluctuateetweendeer zons andhas remained stablever time

Doe harvest numbers can flucuate greatly in a county or region due to harvest restrictions byExmres.
though theaverage huter only harvests B3 deer, the successful hunterarvested approximately the same
percentage of bucks and do@&’hencompared toprevious hunting seasonthe percentage ofloes in theharvest has
fluctuatedminimallyover thelast15years.
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Im {LRNIAYFIYQa [FYyS CNIXyl1F2NIxX VY,

4

GadzLISNI Y22y ¢

nn.



( )
Kentucky Harvest Breakdown Type
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Monthly Harvest Rates

The5,009deer harvested in Septembés thefifth highest harvest on recorfbr that month.h O 2 6 SND&a K
of 12,639 deewas thelowestOctoberharvest on recorgince 1999Hunters harvested 107,060 deer during November,
mostof which occurred during the statewide modern firearms season. This ranks as the second best November harves
on record, and is second only to the 262316 deer seasorb S OS Y 6 S N & th& fiftiNGlBestiécord hadvest
with 11,839 Cooler conditins in September and optimal weather conditions for the modern gun season in November
drove the harvest. Januahad the second highest harvest on record at 2,886stly due to warmethan usualweather
conditions.

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
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2016-17 Harvest Results by PelitiType

(

Percentage of Deer Telecheck by Permit

Type

1%

\

m Senior/Disabled Permit

m Deer Control Tag
Landowner

m Statewide Permit

Boone & Crockett Trophy Deer 204 Season

Hunter County Method

181 7/8 Jacob Murphy Russell Modern Gun
179 3/4 (S:ngsgspher Bath Muzzleloader
175 5/8 Phillip West Floyd Muzzleloader
174 1/2 Evan Richardson | Webster Modern Gun
171 5/8 Joseph C. Russell| Jefferson Modern Gun
171 1/2 Kenny Fallaway | Ohio Archery

170 3/4 Danny West Todd Modern Gun
170 1/8 Rickey West Bell Modern Gun
168 Chris Robinson | Russell Modern Gun
165 3/4 Bryce Carman Hardin Modern Gun
1655/8 Chris Turner Spencer Muzzleloaden
165 Ridge Porter Muhlenberg [ Archery

164 7/8 Michael Oliver Trigg Modern Gun

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
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164 3/4 Nathaniel Sandlin| Pendleton | Muzzleloader

164 1/2 Brad Fogle Marion Muzzleloaden

163 1/2 Bobby Clarkson | Lincoln Modern Gun

163 1/4 Tasha Tucker Breckinridge| Muzzleloader

163 1/8 Mike Campbell Scott Archery

162 1/4 Stephen Andersor| Fayette Archery

162 1/8 Dylan Brock Laurel Crossbow

162 1/8 Terry L. Landrum | Wolfe Modern Gun

161 3/4 Hurley Combs Jr. | Laurel Modern Gun

1615/8 Cody L. Daniels | Knox Modern Gun

161 5/8 Patrick Meredith | Hardin Archery

161 1/2 Kevin Keaton Henderson | Muzzleloader

161 1/4 Dylan Holthaus Warren Modern Gun

161 1/8 Roscoe S. Chappd Hancock Archery

160 3/8 Terry Isaacs Jackson Archery

160 3/8 Joshua D. Prewitt| Rockcastle | Modern Gun

160 1/4 Robert Martin Henry Modern Gun

160 1/4 Danny Phillips Wayne Modern Gun
Hunter County Method

213 3/8 Erik Heller Campbell Modern Gun

201 3/4 Buddy Bishop Casey Modern Gun

201 Marshall Ridenoun Robertson | Archery

197 1/8 Daniel Lay McCreary | Modern Gun

196 Patrick Shemwell | Muhlenberg | Archery

194 1/8 Brandon Rue Woodford | Muzzleloader

193 3/4 Brian Strunk Pulaski Archery

190 3/4 Isabela F. Sparks | Daviess Modern Gun

190 1/4 Hunter Jones Breckinridge| Archery

187 Scott Bobbitt Woodford | Archery

186 Warren Blevins Edmonson | Archery

185 7/8 Isaac Ogle Esitill Archery

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
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Public Land Harvest

Y5C2w 2¢gyas fSIFasSaz 2N YIyl3Sa YwMWHacros&theystatgorpudich f R €
use. On some areas, users must purchase a user permit. The regtesréo hunting through quota hunts or statewide
regulationsP ¢ KS 2 sepafated deti&rive wildlife regions and arenanaged by regnal staff. Thenumber of
2al Qa LISNI NBIAZ2Y RAFTFSNE FTNRY NI 3IA 2 yPurihase Rdgiani(BB)y @een ¢ K S
River Region (14), Bluegrass Region (15), Northeast Re@)os¢litheast Region 4B

4 )

200416 Public Land Deer Harvest by Region
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Quota Hunt Results

KDFWhRffers 30quotahuntson Kentucky a ! @langwith three quota hunts on military installations (Ft.
Knox, Bluegrass Army Depot, and Ft. Campbell). Any resident or nonresident hunter may apply for a deer quota hunt i
Kentucky but only the persons successfully drawn éuota hunts may hunt. The application period for KDFWR deer
quota hunts is the month of September. Applicants can apply online at fw.ky.gov o183aH5B8-2401. Applicants will
be given the option to pick a first and second hunt choice, but may berdraarticipate in only one quota hunt. The
non-refundable fee is $3 per hunter to apply. Each hunter who applies correctlys botselected, will receive a
preference point that increases the odds of being dratwnext year. Unselected hunters witm not apply the
following year will lose all previously credited preference points. Applicants are selected based on individual preference
LRAYGad L) G2 FAGS LIS2LXS OFy L& G23SGKSNI gwnjtdke 2 y
others in the group are automatically drawn, too.

For the 30KDFWR quota hunteeld inthe 2016-17 season 7,607 people applied fot,427 spots across the
state. There are quota hunts fgeneralhunters(i.e., residents or nomesidents with statewide licenseinobility
impaired hunters, archery/crossbow hunters, and youth hunters. Some quota hunts are for antlerless deer, some areas
have a 15nch minimum spread restriction on bucksnd some quota hustonly allonone deer to be taken per hunt.
Each of the five wildlife regions across the state have deer guota

For the 201617 Report, quota hunts in the Bluegrass Region will be highlighted.

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
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Bluegrass Region Highlights 2016

Yt S6SN) 3 wScaitkerrgllawil@ite Management Area Manager

Kleber WMA and Rich WM®vhich are located in Owen and Franklin Countiffer a combined firearms quota hunt

held on the first weekend of November and Decemi@wmbined, the WMAsncompas$,112 acreswith the bulk of

the acreage located in Owen Countypical terrain and habitats include rolliagrsteep hills containing a mixture of

early successional and mature elaickory hardwoods and cedars, and also warm season grass fields along ridge tops
and creek babms. 354 people were drawfor the 2016 quota hunts, but onB54 hunterg72%)actually huned. There

is ample deer hunting opportunity on these WMA&syen County hsan estimateddeer density of75 deef mile? and
Franklin Countjas an estimated densitof 57 deer/ milé 54 deer were harvestediuringthe 2016 quota huntswhich

is slightlydown fromthe 71 deer harvested the previous yeatowever, there was an abundance of hard mast on the
WMAs which often results in a lower harveuota huntersobserved/reported668 deerduring the November and
December quota hunt223antlereddeer, 440antlerless deerand5 deer of unknowrsex Percentage of bucks in the
harvest was higher than does, with Bialestaken (69%) and 1fémalesdeer taken (31%).Qua hunters on Kleber

WMA harvested®1 malesand 7females whilequota hunters orRich WMA harvest 16 malesand 10females. Since

the elimination of theWMAbonus buck tagguota hunters have become more selective and KDFWR staff have observed
an increase in the quality of buckad age at harvesthe following table includes data for both the November and
December quota hunts.

Total Legal Harvest Total Deer: 54
Adult Bucks: 31 Adult Does: 11 Buck Ratio: 74%
Buck Fawns: 6 Doe Fawns: 6 Fawn Ratio: 22%
Total Bucks: 37 Total Does: 17 Antlerless Ratio: 43%
Known illegal kills or lost cripples during hunt: 6
Total Hunting

Total deer permits issued: 354 Hrs: 3088.5
Total hunters actually hunting: 254 Total Deer Seen: 668
Total Hunter Show Up Ratio: 72% Deer Seen/Hour: 0.22
Total Hunter Success Ratio: 21%

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
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KentuckyRiver WMAC¢ Scott Ferrell, Wildlife Management Area Manager

Kentucky River WMAwhich is located in Henry and Owen Counties, offered its sefi@adms quota hunt on the first
weekend of NovembeKentucky RiveWMA is approximately3,643 acresn size The areds dominated byoak-hickory
forested ridges, but there are also ampleear bottomsplantedin warm season grassdallow fields,row crop grains,
and alsantermittent wetlands.There is ample deer hunting opportunity at Kentucky River Widven Countyjhas an
estimateddeer density of75 deef mile? andHenryCountyhas an estimated density of S2er/ mile>. 66 hunters were
selected for this quota hunt, but only 54 hunters (82%) checkedanvestremained relatively stable from 2015, with
just three kss deer being harvested in 208&. people were drawn with 54 hunters checked in to hunt resulting in an
82% hunter show up ratio. Deer numbers are estimated to be at approximately 75 deer per square mile in Owen Count
and 52 deer per square mile in HgrCounty Kentucky River quota deer hunterbserved/reported259 deerduring the
hunt: 91 antlereddeerand 168 antlerlessl5 males (71%) and 6 females (29%) were harveSteelfollowing table
includes data for the quota hunt.

Total Legal Harvest | Total Deer: 21 |
Adult Bucks: 10 Adult Does: 4 Buck Ratio: 71%
Buck Fawns: 5 Doe Fawns: 2 Fawn Ratio: 33%
Total Bucks: 15 Total Does: 6 Antlerless Ratio: 52%
Known illegal kills or lost cripples during hunt: 0
Total Hunting

Total deer permits issued: 66 Hrs: 673.5
Total hunters actually hunting: 54 Total Deer Seen: 259
Total Hunter Show Up Ratio: 82% Deer Seen/Hour: 0.39
Total Hunter Success Ratio: 39%

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
I'm {LRNIAYFIYQa [FYyS CNYyl1F2NIX Y, nn

10



Taylorsville Lake WMA ScottBuser, Public Lands Biologist

During the first full weekend in November, December, and January, the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife
Resources offequota deer huntingopportunities on the 9,418creTaylorsville Lake Wildlife Management Areale all
other deer quota hunts offered by KDFWRnonmilitary property; the deadline to submit anpgplication for these
hunts is the month of September. All three quota hunts offer mobifitpaired hunters access to 650 acres. While all
participants mayhunt on this area, only mobilitympaired hunters may access the area by motorized vehicle.

All three hunts have 268 regular slots and 7 mobihtyaired slots available. Hunt #1 is an antlerless only hunt and
hunts #23 are either sex hunts. TayloféviLake WMA is currentlyZone 1 area, which means an unlimited number of
antlerless deer may be taken. Roughl@at8 the 275 hunters check in for each quota hunt. Although access to the
WMA is limited in some areaall of the property is accessibby water if hunters have access to a boat. There fage
available boat rampsonveniently located across the lak&ated interior roads are open for these hunts to allow
additional access.

A change to the 20118 season will eliminate the Januaryrituleaving November & December hunts intact.

2016 results

Hunt #1 #1imi #2 #2mi #3 #3mi
Drawn 268 9 606 7 310 2
Checkin 209 1 190 2 161 1
Hunt participants  hours hunted deer seen antlered seen deer killed

#1 W.M.A. 210 1,315 719 310 69

#2 W.M.A. 190 1,853 367 72 24

#3 W.M.A. 162 1,315 353 43 32

+SHSNI yQa a §aRidNBraddrick2Pablic Lands Biologist

+SHSNI yQa adéhxompaisesf4972aadandislocated in Scott County. Terraionsists ofolling hills with
anelevation range of 864,020 feet. The area habitat is 74% forested and 26% open kamaualThermal Infrared
surveys and 2012Herd Health Check indicated that the herd was larger than what the habitat could sufijuming

the first 2 yearghe quota hunt resulted i”289 total harvesteddeer. Does made up 61% (177 does) of the harvest while
bucks made up 39% (112 bucké)quota hunthas been administereduring the1s weekend of November from 2012

to present In an effort to lower the deepopulation, a second antlerlesmly quota huntwas established i@015and is
held duringthe first weekend in December. The average show up rate for the November quota hunt has been 79%
while the December hunt has averaged 578seragehunter succes rates are 38%for the November quota hungnd

21% for theDecemberquota hunts.

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
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Blue Grass Army DepetfTom Edwards, Public Lands Biologist

Blue Grass Army Depot (BGAD) provides approximately 10,000 acres for public deer hunting in MadisolGenty.
0KS RSLRGIQA YAaarzy 2F aid2NAy3a OKSYAOIf FyR O2y @Sy iAa:
stringent restrictions for public accesshas provided deer hunting opportunity for an average of 405 deer hunters per
season over the las seasons. Included in that number are more than 100 youth hunters each season. Commonly ther
are as many as 10 youth per year who Kill their first deer while hunting on BGAD.

Prospective deer hunters must pass background checks once selected fdrtbeeaochery or muzzioading rifle
hunts. Selected hunters athen assigned to BGAD hunt officials and placed in specific individual hunt @ineas.
restrictions,in conjunctionwith constant BGAD security patroisake this facility one of the mosbntrolled deer hunts
in Kentucky.

The 4day long archery deer huntsvhich wereadded to the quota hunt opportunities ithhe 2012seasonhave become
very populawith Kentucky deer hunterdHunters selected for one of these slots were assigned 200@cre tract of

land in the perimeter area of the depot where they could bow hunt alone for four days. During that period they could
take two deer and two turkeys.

General BGAD Deer Hunting Rules

-Minimum legal outside antler spread of 15 inches.

-Hunters are permitted to take 2 deer during teday hunts. (Zantlerlessor 1 antlered and 1 antlerlegs

-During the October archery hunt, deer hunters may also take a wild turkey.

-Deer and turkeynarvestedon BGAD are bonus animals and do apply to ak dzy siateWidebaglimit for either
species

-Archery and muzzleloader rifle deer quota hunts are held on Saturdays from daylight to 2pm.

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
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-Hunters are allowed to scout and place deer stands on the Friday before their hunt.
-Outside tract hunters wilbe allowed to bring a hunting or nemunting buddy.

-All deer hunters may now apply and be drawn with a hunting buddy.

-Hunters must apply for the deer hunt lottery (and all other species) during the month of July.

Deer Harvest Results

While the numbeiof does harvested over the last 5 years has remained relatively contamumber of legal bucks

6GK2a8S G6AGK mMpé 2N ANBIGSNI 2dziaiR$

Fydf SNI AaLINBI RO

antler spread) and the number bltton bucks brought to the check station hdiematicallydropped in the last two

years.

Total Harvest Results since 2012

Legal
Year Antlegred Button or Does Total
Illegal Buckg Harvest
Bucks
2016 35 5 70 110
2015 44 3 72 119
2014 49 19 99 167
2013 59 14 74 147
2012 53 17 74 144
Total 240 58 389 687

Ageat Harvest for Antlered Deer

The ages of antleredeer(both legal and illegal) harvested each year were grouped into three categbyigs- 2.5
yearsold, 2) 3.5yearsold, and 3d.5yearsold. Percentages in each age group fluctuated widely during 4eab

period, but the underlying factors associated with these fluctuations are undi@rever, these data seem to indicate
that there were fewelyounger-ageclass bucks availabler harvest in 2015vhichmay account for the sharp decline in

harvest experienced from 2014 to 2015.

Percent Antlered in the Harvest

vear %1l50r| % %

2.5 35 | 45+
2016 39% |61%]| 18%
2015 17% | 83%| 52%
2014| 54% |46%| 13%
2013| 45% | 55%| 31%
2012 64% | 36%| 19%
Total 44% 56% | 27%

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
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Damage Issues

An overpopulation of deer cahave a negative impact on the environment and humans alike. Overabundant
deer populations may result in agricultural and landscdamage be detrimental toforesthealth and regeneration
pose safetyisksdue to deervehicle collisionsand also serve as vectors for the transmission oflimke illnesses
State, local and private groups all have a stake in helping to manage the state's deer popufetipnmibry tool for
deer management in Kentucky is huntimgit huntingwithin the season framewor&lone may not be enough to curtail
the issues that some stakeholders experienBeer populatios have the ability to outgrow what their habitat can
reasorably sustain, or surpass what is known as the environmental carrying capacity. However, a much less understoo
issue in modern deer management is social carrying capacity, which is essentially the number or density of deer that is
socially acceptabl&KDFWR staff can offer their assistance once this threshold has been reaebddioptacts map on
page 23) The biologist ord@hservation Officewill schedule an ossite visit to document the damage and provide
technical guidance opotential solutions Technical guidance can be offered in many ways; however, the best damage
mitigation strategy is dedicated Jongterm hunting regiment. In addition to hunting, assistefrom KDFWHRnhay
come inthe form ofDeer Control Tags, Destruction Permits, anduke of KRS 150.170.

Deer Contol TagdUse in2016

Region DCT's Issued DCT's Used % Used
BG 1035 404 39%
GR 1296 416 32%
NE 831 245 29%
PR 732 192 26%
SE 705 259 37%

Total 4599 1516 33%

Destruction Permit Use from 2016

Region DestructionPermits Issued Destruction Permits Used
BG 503 288
GR 6 10
NE 5 0
PR 170 34
SE 4 7
Total 688 339

Deer Reported td.aw EnforcemenKilled Under KRS 150.170 durin

2016
Region Total Kill Antlered Antlerless
BG 13 3 10
GR 24 0 24
PR 9 0 9
NE 0 0 0
SE 0 0 0
Total 46 3 43

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
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Disease Surveillance
Hemorrhagic Disease (HD)

Hemorrhagic disease (HMhich isa vectorborne disease of whitéailed deer is caused by two related
orbiviruses epizootic hemorrhagic disease virus (EHDV) and bluetongue virus (BWfudés are considered the most
important viral agents affecting deer populations in the United States. The virus is transmitted from animal to animal
through the bite of an infectg midgewhichare active in the late summer and early f&kvere outbreaks amdten
associated with droughtonditions because drought creates an increased amount of breeding habitat for the midges
The midges die off for the year aftelhard freeze, Bminating new cases of HD.

HD is reported in deer from at least a few counties nearly every year in Kentucky, although outbreaks can be
considerably large and widespread. The 2007 outbreak of HD in wild deer was the most widespread outbreak reported
in the past 30 years. Over 4,000 suspected cases were reported in Kentucky. When possible, KDFWR will test animals
that have died of apparent EHBIthough there were reports of deer exhibiting symptoms of EHD, none were clinically
diagnosed with the diseaseudng 2016.

Chronic Wasting Diseas€WD

CWD is a fatal, neurological disease in whaiged deer, mule deer, elk and moose. It causes a characteristic
spongy degeneration of the brains of infected animals resulting in emaciation, abnormal belmsarf bodily
functions and uItlmaterdeath CWD is categorlzed as a transmissible sponglform encephalopathy (TSE) a group that
AyOf dzZRSa aYIR 0O26¢é RAa&D Hisesse ik fumaiendisirapte b shedpBrlzdoa@Vd has (i
been deteted in B states and 2 Canadian provinces. FRtetesthat border Kentuckyhave CWpresent(West Virginia,
Virginia, MissouriOhio,and Illinois) CWD has not been detected in Kentucky.

To detect CWD should it arrive in Kentucky, KDFWR adopted a CWD monitoring plan in 2002. Thatguian is a
part monitoring program to testl) a random sampling of huntdérarvested deer, 2) target or suspect animalks. (
animals that appear ill), 3)random sample of roadkill deer, and 4) all captive deer mortalities. In 2006, KDFWR adoptec
a contingency plan to deal with CWt ifvaseverfound in Kentuky. Since 2002, approximately ,200deer samples
have been testedl,416deerwere submitted forCWD testingn 20162017, and dl samples have tested negative for
the disease

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
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Samples Collected
[}
1-10
11-20

B zi-30

I -

Samples Submitted

Deer - 1416
Elk - 62

2016 Statewide CWD Surviellance
Number of Samples Submitted

Purchase Region

Southeast Region

12 808,186

Carcass Importation Law

Intact deer carcasses from all CWgBsitive states, including lIllinois, Missoudhio, West Virginia, and Virginia
may not be brought into Kentucky. Allowed parts from GidBitive states and provinces includeartersor other

portions of meat with no part of the spinal column or head attached, bemadmeat, antlers, antlers attached &
clean skull plate, a clean skull, clean teeth, hidesl finished taxidermy products.

General Infomation about the 205-17 Season

License and Permit Fees

License Resident| Nonresident

Annual Hunting License | $20 $140
Senior/Disabled License $5 N/A
{LR2NIaYlIyQ{ $95 N/A
C2dzi K { LI2 NI & $30 N/A
Statewide Deer Permit $35 $120
Bonus Antlerless Permit $15 $15
Youth Deer Permit $10 $15

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
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Season Dates and Bag Limits

Statewide Zone 1 Zone 2 Zone 3 Zone 4
Modern Firearm Nov12-27 Nov 1227 Nov 1221 Nov 1221
Archery Sept3Janl6 | Sept3Janl1l6| Sept3Jan 16| Sept3Jan 16
Early Crossbow Oct 116 Oct 116 Oct 116 Oct 116
Late Crossbow Nov 12Dec 31| Nov 12Dec 31| Nov 12Dec 31| Nov 12Dec 31
Early Muzzleloader Oct15-16 Oct 1516 Oct 1516 Oct 1516
Late Muzzleloader Dec 1018 Dec 1018 Dec 1018 Dec 1018
Youth-Only Firearms Oct 89
Free Youth Weekend Dec 33Jan 1
Antlered Bag Limit 1
Upto 4. Only 2
deer with a
firearm,
Antlerless Bag Limit| Based upon|  Unlimited Upto 4 Upto4,only 2l gnilerless deer
deer with a can only be
zone )
firearm killed with a
firearm during
the last 3 days o
the late
muzzleloader

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
[FYS CNIXyl1F2NIX VY,

I ™M
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Deer Hunting Zones For 2016-17

Deer Zones

[ Deer Hunting Zone 1 (43)
[ ] Deer Hunting Zone 2 (22)
[ ] eer Hunting Zone 3 (29)
[ Deer Hunting Zone 4 (26)

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
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Deer PermitSales

In recent years the number of deer permits sold hrer®ained stableWhen including the license bundles |
O{LRNIAYFYyQas WNX { L2 NIaYl yResident MesiIPerbitSaSd\BoriuSAiieness PermitSia A |
the total deer permit nurbers there was a slight d@ease in license sales compared to the206 season (316,756

However, deer permit sales have been relatively stabier the past three years.

r
Deer Permit Sales 2003016
18,000 : Youth Permits & Additional Deer Permits
C =Y outh Deer
16,000 o ey N Permit
14,000 \\
: [~
12,000 : \ / —_— —Youth
6,000 // Additional
i ~— Deer Permit
4,000 +
2,000 +—————
9 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
4 ]
Deer Permit Sales 2063016
350,000 All Other Deer Permits
= Senior
Disabled
300,000
250,000 = Sportsmans
200,000
150,000 Deer Permit
xf (Res & NR)
100,000 —— e
Number of
Deer Tags
o —-— e
\ 20032004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 20102011 201220132014 20152016

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
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Upon further examiation oflicense sales, the majority of deer permits are pusdthbysenior/disabled
hunters(27%), followed closely byesidentdeer hunters (21%) and Sportsman License (18%) buyers. Over the last few
years there was a steady increase in the number of senior licenses sold and a slow decrease in resident deer permit
sales. The overall number of deer hunters is stablglightly increasing. However, the numbersehior licenses is
increasing, indicating that a majority of Kentucky deer hunters are reaching the age of 65 (i.e., the age at which you cal
purchase as $dor License).

4 )

Permit Breakdown 20147

B Senior

B Sportsmans

m Jr. Sportsman

m Jr. Deer Permit

m Additional Antlerless
u Res Deer Permit

NR Deer Permit

Disabled
\ J
Changes for the 2042018 Deer Season
w |l dzyiSNE YIe& NBY2@0S (KS KARS 2NJ KSIR 2F | KIFINBSaidsSR

animal. In such cases, it is still necessary to fill out the harveshlogdiately after harvest and telecheck the animal
before midnight on the day the deer is harvested or recovered.

w ! ANJ Jdzyd 2F dop OFtAOSNI 2N £ NHSNJ OKIF NAHSR o6& |y SEi
upon impact are ledanodern gun equipment for deer.

PUBLIC LANDS

w w2ffAy3a C2N] wA JS Sdurties Is operyunder statenfide legliRtiorts ®1f ali shefies in accordance
with the counties in which it is located. Stephens Creek WMA in Gallatin County and MEaglekWWMA in Wayne
County are open to public hunting with some restrictions.

w 2KSYS@SNJ 3dzy RSSNI KdzyGAy3a Aa | f dnahe GtteCyeek-Outdobrf Rf A ¥ S
Recreation Area, a person who will be hunting from inside a ground biust first attach a hat or vest made of solid,
unbroken hunter orange material to the blind so it is visible from all sides.

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
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w [/ 2dzyiée T2yS RSSNIo6lF3 fAYAGA FLWIX & G2 Fff ljd2dl Kdzyi

w ¢KS 5350SY0 SNJI ¥adnn Is bpsri uderrstataldidR 8 dbiltiorss on Curtis Gates Lloyd WMA, Dewey Lake
WMA, Dr. James R. Rich WMA, Fishtrap Lake WMA, Griffith Woods WMA, John A. Kleber WMA, John C. Williams WN\
Kentucky River WMA, Knobs State Forest, Mullins WMA, PaintskédeNIdA, Pingsinking Valley WMA, T.N. Sullivan
WMA, Taylorsville Lake WMA, Twin Eagle WMA, Veterans Memorial WMA and Yellowbank WMA.

w ¢KS @&2dzikK 3JIdzy RSSNJ aSl a2y FyR FNBS @&2dziK 6SS{TSYyR |1
DennisGray WM, Green River Lake WMA, Mill Creek WMA, Mullins WMA, Redbird WMA, T.N. Sullivan WMA and Twi
Eagle WMA.

w ¢ Kifch mipimum outside antler spread restriction for deer has been removed on Ballard WMA, Beapis
WMA, Dewey Lake WMA, Green River Lake \MRéntsville Lake WMA, Pennyrile State Forest, Tradewater WMA, West
Kentucky WMA, Green River Lake State Park and Jenny Wiley State Resort Park.

wOpen deer hunts are offered on the following state parks on the following dates. Contact the host stafter park
complete details, including the number of available slots, equipment restrictions, bag limits andicleckcheciout
procedures.

w Blue Licks Battlefield State Resort Park (889-5507): Starting the first Saturday in January for two consecutive
days.

w Carter Caves State Resort Park (886-4411): Antlerless deer only, starting the first Monday in December for
seven consecutive days.

w John James Audubon State Park (826-2247). Starting the first Friday in December for three consecutive
days.

w My OH Kentucky Home State Park (58£8-3502): Starting the second Thursday in December for four
consecutive days.

w nlopen youth hunt is held at Taylorsville Lake State Park on the second Saturday in October for two consecutive da:
and is limited to youthages 15 and younger. Contact the state park at&028713 for complete details, including the
number of available slots, equipment restrictions, bag limits and chreakd checlout procedures.

w hy aAft [/ NBS|T 2a! 3z GKS téddafaidr of bpEnthiNthekrdmerin guik tedr sead figr twd f
consecutive days starting the second Saturday in November.

w {SOPSy yS¢ ljd2il Kdzyia oAttt 0SS KStR 2y F2dz2NJ RAFTFSNE)
State Resort Park, Kiake State Resort Park, Kincaid Lake State Park).

w hy 2SaG YSyiddzO1e 2a!3x GKS ljdz2dl RSSNJ Kdzyi Aa &aoOKS
Thanksgiving. A youth mentor shotgny' t @ lj dz2 G+ RSSNJ Kdzy i 2y edulgdSorfodr ¢ G NI
consecutive days starting the Saturday before Thanksgiving.

C
i

O« X«

w hy ¢Feft2NARGATES [I1S 2a!s GKS WIydz NBE ljdz2 3+ RS&NI K
deer in the remaining quota deer hunts. Preference points ngdomwill be awarded for female deer harvested in the
November quota hunts.

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
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w tINGAOALI yGa Ay GKS [F1S . FNQJtSe {aGFrGS wSaz2NI tFNJ
and check out at the unmanned check station at the park headets.

Deer Hunting Zones For 2017-2018

Deer Zones
I Deer Hunting Zone 1 (43)
[ | Deer Hunting Zone 2 (22)

[ | Deer Hunting Zone 3 (29)
[ Deer Hunting Zone 4 (26)

[, o 0 40 60 80
- " 1 Miles
1:2,6006,186

*Date changes only reflect the calendar shift from @94 2017

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
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Contacts

Approximately 95% of Kentucky is privately owned. To successfully manage our wildlife resources, the KDFWR
works cooperatively witty Sy (1 dzO1 @ Q& LINR @ IhlySS 21Ty Ri2keSy SSNiEA Sy G A £ Ay 3INBF
wildlife resoures is habitat improvement.illife biologists are available to work with interested individuals or groups
on properties that they own or have managenteights on.

Refer to the map belowotcontact your local wildlife biologist for assistance with wildlife management on your
property.

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources
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